"And from myself?"
"Yes, from yourself."
"From myself alone?   Do you mean on my own account?'
"Why yes, on your own account."
I believe I made my meaning very clear, but it was a long
time before the old man could understand me.
"Why yes," he said, after pondering.   "Yes!   That would
be very nice, but how about you, Varvara Alexyevna?"
"Oh, well, I shall give nothing."
"Whatl" cried the old man, almost alarmed.    "So you
don't want to give Petmka anything?"
The old man was dismayed; at that moment he was ready,
I believe, to give up his project in order that I might be able to
give his son something. He was a kind-hearted old fellow!
I assured him that I should have been glad to give something,
but did not want to deprive him of the pleasure.
, "If your son is satisfied and you are glad," I added, "then
I shall be glad, for I shall feel secretly in my heart as though
I were really giving it myself."
With that the old man was completely satisfied. He spent
another two hours with us, but could not sit still in his place
and was continually getting up, fussing noisily about, playing
with Sasha, stealthily kissing me, pinching my hand and
making faces at Anna Fyodorovna on the sly. Anna
Fyodorovna turned him out of the house at last. The old man
was, in fact, in his delight, more excited than he had perhaps
ever been before.
On the festive day he appeared exactly at eleven o'clock,
coming straight from mass in a decently mended swallow-tail
coat and actually wearing a new waistcoat and new boots. He
had a bundle of books in each hand. We were all sitting drink-
ing coffee in Anna Fyodorovna's drawing-room at the time (it
was Sunday).  The old man began by saying, I believe, that
Pushkin was a very fine poet; then, with much hesitation and
confusion,   he  passed suddenly  to  the  necessity   of   one's
behaving oneself properly, and that if a man does not behave
properly then he will indulge; that bad habits are the ruin
and destruction of a man; he even enumerated several fatal
instances of intemperance, and wound up by saying that for
some ^time past he had been completely reformed and his
behaviour now was excellent and exemplary; that he had even,
in the past, felt the justice of his son's exhortations, that he
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